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MR. CUNDARI: Today's date is October 12, 

2001. The time is 10 o'clock. This is George 

Cundari and Murray Murad with the Fire Department 

of the City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank, title and 
assigned command. 

A. Vincent Fiorentino, Firefighter first grade. 
42 Battalion. 

Q. We are at 8653 18 Avenue, Battalion 42. Can 
you please tell us the events that happened regarding 
the September 11 tragedy? 

A. We were in the kitchen in the morning 
watching Channel 5 news. They were giving a report 
about the primary election and the camera swung over 
and showed the first building, the fire and they said 
plane, we thought small plane, something like that. 
The Chief and I came up to the office, figuring that we 
were going to go pretty quick. We took extra lights, 
put them on the rig and we didn't immediately go. Took 
the 40 and 48 first from our end of Brooklyn. 

Q. What Chief was that? 

A. What Chiefs went? 


Q. who was the Chief? 
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A. Chief Coyne. 

Q. Then we got our ticket at 910 to relocate to 
the 32. En route with that, we got changed to a third 
alarm assignment for the Battery Tunnel, Brooklyn 
side. When we got to there, we were told by Brooklyn 
that the 42 and the 41 were going to -- we were pulled 
back to Brooklyn and we had our complete third alarm 
assignment at the tunnel. With that, at some point 
Brooklyn took units off of our ticket and they were 
getting another box, another Manhattan box, an Albany 
Street box I believe it was. A few of them, I know 201 
was one of those numbers on that that was taken off. 
They went through the tunnel ahead of us. That was 
right before the first collapse. 201 was caught in 
that collapse. I believe 113 was also in that group 
that was taken out of our group and they back filled 
the assignment and when the first collapse came, the 
reports at the tunnel were that the tunnel collapsed or 
that there was a collapse at the other end of the 
tunnel and we were trying to get confirmation from the 
tunnel people as to what was happening. They were kind 
of vague with that. 

The Chief assigned a couple of units to 


assist in the evacuation of the tunnel and prior to 
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that we were -- I was on the radio with Brooklyn and we 
were right at the toll plaza where there was still 
traffic coming out of Manhattan and our guys were 
grouped together standing and I didn't see the building 
come down, but by looking at them I realized what was 
happening with the first tower. Then we were ordered 
by orders of Chief Cruthers, to take the entire 
assignment and go to the Brooklyn Bridge. That's what 
we proceeded to do. We left those other units there, I 
know 102 was one of them. They went into the tunnel to 
assist the people coming out of the tunnel. 
Then we went to the Brooklyn Bridge and then 

we were stopped at the Brooklyn Bridge and they had a 
report that the other side was possibly untenable and 
the 42 Battalion went alone, left the rest of the 
assignment behind as a scout unit to check. We saw 
that Chambers Street was clear. We reported back to 
Brooklyn and the rest of the third alarm assignment 
came over with us. From there we reported in to the 
command post that was at Park Row and Broadway. 

Q. Around City Hall? 

A. At the point of City Hall park. We met Chief 
Haring there. We were assigned to work with the 15th 


Division, I think it was, and we went and operated in 
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number 5 World Trade Center. We assisted in the 
removal of 3 people from the concourse area. One guy 
who had an I beam on him in the bottom of this number 5 
building. We finished that operation, then that 
building was on fire. 

Q. Where was your Battalion car parked? 

A. We parked right along City Hall park. 

Q. Then you walked over to -- 

A. We walked to the command post, then we walked 
up Vesey Street. 

Q. At this time was the tower still standing one 
of them or both were down? 

A. I think they both were down. I mean it was 
like a wind storm of paper and dust, which I understand 
they said it was generated by that. It wasn't a windy 
day. We operated there and then we operated on the 
fire in number 5 and then later we swung around and we 
were at a sub cellar fire at the Bankers Trust 


building; 130 Liberty. We operated in 130 Liberty. 


Q. Do you recall who was in that building? 
A. What companies? 
Q. Yes, Chief or anyone in there? 


A. There were other Chiefs there that that -- 


21, 43 and 42 and we were gathering up guys that had 
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cylinders that were able to go down because it was 
pushing from this sub cellar. So there was a lot of 
guys at that point that was later on, but a lot of guys 
didn't have masks. The Chief stopped guys from 
assisting us further down the stairs without the 

masks. We made one push, we expended our masks, 
everybody came out and then they went hunting down more 
cylinders. They found more cylinders and we went down 
with a second push and put those fires out down there. 
After that we were on the pile of number 2. 

Q. Doing a search? 

A. Right, that's how we operated, to the best of 
my knowledge. Time frames and all, I don't know. To 
me it seemed like all one big -- it was nighttime and 
when we started out it was morning. It went by very 
quickly in that vein of things. 

Q. Which channel were you operating on, Channel 
1? 

A. When we got over to Manhattan we were told to 
switch to Manhattan. We switched to Manhattan and the 
Chief stayed on 1 and I switched mine, I think it was 
to 5 and both radios had a lot of Maydays. When we 
first came over there were a lot of Mayday calls, but 


you couldn't really know where they were all coming 
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from. Then the radio quieted down after that, at least 
the channels we were on. 

Q. Initially it came in as a third alarm? 

A. We went to a third alarm staging. They do 
that when they have a large fire somewhere. They bring 
units from other boroughs to be ready to go in for the 
next wave. That's basically the best I can remember. 

Q. You had a lot of people passing you on the 
streets, a lot of civilians going, trying to get out of 
there when you got there? 

A. When we hit the corner of Church and 
Chambers, we ran into two firemen that were totally 
disoriented and had lost their company, lost contact 
with their company. They were -- best description 
shell shocked. We took their names and we told them to 
continue heading more towards midtown to get out of the 
storm. 

Like I said, the paperwork that we had 
anything written on disappeared. We came back to our 
car later in the night. It was filled with about 25 
pairs of shoes, jackets. A lot of things were taken 
from the car, but there were no -- we had our masks 
with us. The guys wanted to take our masks when we 


were responding. We had to to like -- that's about it. 
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MR. CUNDARI: Thank you for giving this 
interview. The time is 1010. This is the 


conclusion of the tape. 


